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EXPERT PANEL CLOSURE WITH MR. GENERAL FÉLIX SANZ ROLDÁN

Víctor Berdayes Fidalgo

To close our Road to NATO Summit, General Felix Sanz Roldan, former Director of the National
Intelligence Centre, shared his vision and professional experience working with NATO.The general
commented that his entry into NATO was very different from what we can all expect today. At 36
years old, as he said, he entered the alliance through the "back door". At that time, his status was not
the same as that of any other military officer in NATO, as part of his job was to prepare for Spain's
entry into the alliance. The Madrid summit is a direct result of the general's low-profile work all those
years ago.

He also praised the work of YATA Spain, commenting that the men and women in the room were
likely to be leaders in the near future. The general also recalled the negative perspectives on NATO
expressed recently by important world leaders, such as President Trump in 2017 or President
Emmanuel Macron in 2021, who said that NATO was "dead" compared to exactly the same
statements in 1993. According to the general, these statements showed that the purpose of NATO
was not properly understood, but Russia's aggression in Ukraine has made many people understand
the true value of NATO, which provides us with collective security, giving as an example the comment
made to him by a taxi driver that he felt much safer in a NATO state now that war was once again
present in Europe.
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The general mentions that in the future it will be our responsibility to make people understand why
NATO is important, and that it will be up to us to prevent it from "dying", as it did not die in 1993 or
2017. As advice, General Roldán recommended being pragmatic, NATO is not capable of solving
everything and its members should try to solve their own problems and avoid delegating everything
to NATO. To exemplify this, the general said that if all trains in Spain were to stop due to an external
attack, what would the Minister of Defence do? Wait for NATO to solve it? The best work that NATO
does is that for which it was founded, the collective protection of its members against an external
military threat, again recalling the taxi driver anecdote.

On NATO's open-door policy, the general reflects on whether it has been a success. He mentions that
when Spain joined the alliance, it became the tenth member. At the next summit, with the official
entry of Sweden and Finland, NATO will have thirty-two members, having doubled in number since
Spain's entry, a clear success. On Russia and China, the General warned that one had to be careful
with rhetoric, as with rising tensions it is usually difficult to go back on one's statements and retract
them. This relates to the interests of the member states; if one member of the alliance has its own
interests that do not align with those of the other members, despite good relations, it is dangerous to
include the other members in a common rhetoric. He also referred to the pressing need to include
common NATO military force planning in the Strategic Concept in order to improve cooperation
between the armed forces and political leaders, as well as to improve the military qualification of
member states. In previous Strategic Concepts this has not yet been clearly established, and in the
end, NATO is an organisation whose most important component is the armed forces.

Finally, General Roldán spoke of the importance of the NATO Summit being able to transmit to the
population the role of the organisation and its fundamental role in the defence of our countries. This
is essential if NATO is to continue to exist and to continue to demonstrate that, in the General's
words, "NATO needs to be defended" by spreading NATO's important role to all the layers of the
society.

2


