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THE DISPUTE BETWEEN RUSSIA AND UKRAINE

Elena Ibarreta Sánchez-Vizcaíno

Introduction

Tensions between Russia and Ukraine have existed for many years. Kiev and Moscow have been at
odds since the 2014 wars in which Russia annexed the province of Crimea, which belonged to Ukraine
at the time, to his nation. This annexation was viewed as the reclaiming of Russian land. Its
connection to Russia via a referendum deemed illegitimate by Kiev would face stiff criticism from the
majority of the international community.

Furthermore, as a result of the protests caused by the Association Agreement and the Free Trade
Agreement, Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych resigned. Under the premise that Ukraine was a
failing state run by "anti-Russian" authorities, Russian military were sent to Crimea. Not only that, but
the possibility of Ukraine becoming a NATO ally and a member of the European Union increased
Russia's "rage."

As a result of these tensions, Russian military personnel have been deployed at the border on a
regular basis, but the number of troops has been rising in recent months. Even the secretary general
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), Jens Stoltenberg, has stated that it is the "biggest
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concentration of Russian soldiers" in the last seven years. They denounced Moscow's military forces
for conducting large-scale military drills in more than 30 concentration camps throughout the month
of December. There were roughly 114,000 soldiers in these forces, including 92,000 troops from
infantry, air, and marine forces. Ukraine is concerned about a possible Russian strike on the country,
despite Moscow's denials. However, a set of demands, including a commitment by NATO that Ukraine
would not become a member of the Alliance, were portrayed as possible military operations if they
were not satisfied.

From the US, they talk about a possible imminent conflict, because it has been demonstrated that
Putin has created strategies on several fronts, and they do not believe he would stop after such
action. Furthermore, because Russia has set a deadline for the West to respond, potential steps are
expected after that date. Several Western political figures have advocated for the resolution of this
crisis through diplomatic dialogue. Despite the fact that many of them are eager to engage in any
NATO operation. NATO is also considering deploying aircraft to Bulgaria and strengthening its
presence in the Black Sea.
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