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INDIA: THE WORLD’S MOST DANGEROUS COUNTRY FOR WOMEN

Miriam Méndez Gómez

Introduction

India is the most dangerous country for women, especially due to two main factors: sexual violence
and labor slavery. According to a study published by the Thompson Reuters Foundation, based on the
responses of 550 experts in gender issues, globally, and in matters of insecurity, the Asian country is
placed above nations that are usually immersed in conflicts, such as Syria or Afghanistan, followed by
Somalia and Saudi Arabia. In this ranking, the United States is in last place.

According to this report, India's status as the world's most dangerous state for women is since the
government, as well as the authorities, and even non-governmental actors such as international
organizations, have not done enough to combat the unprecedented threats to women in Indian
society. Now, is violence against women a national priority in India?
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The big bang of anger in India

December 24, 2012. A 23-year-old student is assaulted on a bus. The consequences? Beatings,
torture, and rapes that extend to an hour long. Subsequently, the culprits, a group of men, throw her
out of the moving vehicle, forcing her to struggle, in this way, between life and death.

Due to the brutal assault on the young student, a series of mass proposals were unleashed, where
thousands of people said 'enough' to the widespread case suffered by women in India.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's attempts to stem the tide of proposals were not enough.
Nevertheless, the streets of New Delhi were filled with police who, through smoke canisters and
batons, ended up suppressing the proposal. "Hang the rapists", "Save women, save India", read some
of the banners, carried by students, housewives and even children.

The truth is that even though most assaults do not reach the police station and go unnoticed, New
Delhi has the highest rate of sexual crimes in the country, with one reported rape every 18 hours.
Insults, rape, and sexual harassment are a constant feature of the lives of women in the Asian state.
However, it could be said that this attack was the straw that broke the camel's back, the big bang that
unleashed popular anger and ended the patience of the citizens.

It was this phenomenon that caused women to start fighting for their rights in the country. In fact, for
human rights activists in India, this was the turning point in the sensitization of Indian society to male
violence.

The risks faced by women in India go beyond sexual violence, according to the Thompson Reuters
Foundation study, which considers that the Asian country is also the most dangerous in relation to
human trafficking, including sexual and domestic slavery.

Gender inequality in India: The social injustice of being a woman

According to the latest statistics published by the UN Women 2020 report, most of Indian society
perceives women as an economic asset subject to the decisions of their parents. Women do not have
the right to express their will or to make use of their own autonomy. The place of women in India
today can be analysed through the following points:

➔ Child marriage

In a society marked by the submission of women, child marriage is the main objective of families for
their daughters, who are often subjected to forced marriages. Until 1892, the legal age for young girls
to marry was 10 years old. With the entry into force of the Age of Consent Bill, the age was raised to
12, and finally to 18 in 1929.

However, child marriage is still common. In 2015, India ranked second in the world in the ranking of
countries that perform child marriages. Since 1950, the average age of marriage has risen from 15 to
19 for women and from 21 to 25 for men. Arranged marriages are widely practiced in the country,
and love marriages are relatively rare.

➔ Dowry practice and violence

Dowry payments consist of transfers from the bride's family to the groom's family. They are virtually
universal in contemporary India and exceed one year of family earnings.
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The practice of dowry, despite being prohibited by a 1961 Dowry Prohibition Act, is still extremely
common. It represents for families a considerable financial burden, rising with more than half of their
capital. This phenomenon is at the root of many acts of violence against women, often perpetrated
by the family itself or by the husband's family.

➔ Infanticide

Wives and future wives are not the only victims of this violence. The donation represented an
economic obligation too important; families sometimes prefer to kill little girls. Many are killed at
birth and others are abandoned or abused to death. This phenomenon explains to a large extent the
imbalance of the masculinity index in India.

In 1971, the right to abortion was legalized, which has allowed small advances to be made in this
situation. In addition, a law passed in 1994 and revised in 2001 prohibits abortion based on the sex of
the fetus.

However, many abortions of female fetuses are performed illegally, sometimes in deplorable sanitary
conditions. The willingness of families not to give birth to a girl child allows the existence of a
veritable "abortion market", from which unscrupulous doctors can provide.

➔ Violations

Most rape victims in India do not report it for fear of reprisals, and their attackers are not always
convicted.

On December 16, 2012, a gang rape took place in New Delhi. This crime provoked exceptional
demonstrations in the country and around the world. The government reinforced its policy of
protection of women by implementing important awareness-raising and prevention measures,
through the broadcasting of video clips in cinemas and radio spots.

Conclusion. Struggle for equality in India

India grows without its women and children. In December 2020, the United Nations reviewed the
situation of women and girls in India, also factoring in the covid-19 pandemic.

United Nations entities have long worked to stop gender-based violence. Now that work is even more
necessary. “The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the lives and livelihoods of millions of people”,
says Argentina Matavel Piccin, UNFPA's (United Nations Population Fund) representative in India.

“Beneath COVID-19 is a shadow pandemic of gender-based violence. Given both restricted mobility
and limited access to essential services, the rise of violence is often hidden. We must address both
crises.”, added in the report.

“Violence against women has not stopped during this crisis”, explained Sahu, a co-worker. “We kept
our centre open and continued to provide services even during the closure. My staff and I regularly
go to schools, colleges, nursing institutes and neighbourhoods, where we talk to people and conduct
gender trainings”. An active member named Amrita argued that COVID-19-related lock-ins meant
greater isolation, fewer services, and a higher incidence of domestic violence.

The Indian government has also commented on the matter. "The Government of India, along with
women's groups, community advocates, UN entities and committed individuals are working tirelessly
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to address violence against women and girls. We must redouble our efforts to eradicate the shadow
pandemic and gender-based violence forever”.

Regarding the situation of women, India has evidence of practices such as dowry, infanticide, rape
and prostitution. Indian women suffer from discrimination and their freedoms are violated daily.
Children in India continue to suffer some of the harshest conditions of any part of the world, with
high rates of malnutrition (stunting), child labor and forced begging, and childhood diseases such as
diarrhea.

International Organizations, especially the United Nations, should have more weight and more of a
voice in India in combating this type of situation. In addition, it is important that the government of
the Asian country takes civil society into account, and at the same time, that civil society can have a
vox of its own. "The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government", Article 21
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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