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UKRAINE: THE UNFORESEEN RESISTANCE
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Emergence

On February 24, 2022, Russia began the invasion of the entire Ukrainian territory. This operation
culminated the conflict that began in November 2013, where, in Kyiv, protests began to overthrow
Viktor Yanukovych, then president, who would end up fleeing the country.

On March 16, 2014, after an accession referendum, the Russian Parliament ratified the agreement by
which Crimea was incorporated into Russia. Days later, pro-Russian forces would seize control of
Donetsk, Kharkov, Lugansk, Slaviansk, and Gorlovka in eastern Ukraine.

NATO demands the restoration of Crimea throughout 2021, and the EU threatens penalties against
Moscow over the potential for an invasion. Finally, in mid-February, the clashes in Donbas increase
and on February 24 the Russian president, Vladimir Putin declares "I have made the decision of a
special military operation" which was followed by a number of explosions in the Kiev region, thus
beginning an invasion.
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First phase

The Russian military envisioned a prompt capture of Kiev, the collapse of the Ukrainian government,
and the establishment of a land corridor to Crimea by seizing Kherson during the initial stages of the
conflict. Another important objective was to conquer Mariupol in order to protect the Sea of Azov.
The Russian operation would employ about 150,000 troops over the course of several months.

The Kyiv front, the Kharkov front, the Donetsk and Lugansk front, and the Kherson front were the four
fronts where this initial phase took place.

Kyiv Front: The first advance on Kiev would be made by the Russian forces located in Belarus.
They took Chernobyl during the early hours, setting out the route to the capital, which they
would arrive at in less than 48 hours. The Ukrainians fought back against the Russian front
throughout the several conflicts that took place within and around the capital during the early
days of March. Russian troops begin to withdraw from northern Ukraine in early April.

Kharkov Front: From Belgorod, Russia prepares to strike Kharkov

Donetsk and Lugansk Front: To launch an offensive on Ukrainian soldiers in the Donbas, Russia
prioritizes taking Izyum on the Donetsk and Lugansk Front. On April 1, it is official that the city
has been seized.

Kherson Front: The Russian attack was carried out from Crimea, where, two days later, the port
of Berdyansk was taken and, days later, Russian troops took control of Kherson and Melitopol.
As a result, Russian reinforcements could be deployed to Mariupol, and by the beginning of
April, they had essentially taken over the entire region.

Moscow's major goal was to quickly seize urban areas in order to pressure the Ukrainian government
into becoming weaker. Russian aims would be difficult due to the Ukrainian strategy, which allowed it
to impede the Russian army's advance by fortifying itself in urban areas.

Second phase

The Russian forces would focus their efforts on capturing Donbas throughout the months of April and
May, neglecting other fronts of conflict in preference of Mariupol, which would fall at the end of May.

The Lugansk oblast, one of the Ukrainian army's most protected areas, was the focus of the Russian
strategy. On July 3, Russian troops seized the area and halted the assaults on Donetsk.

Ukrainian countero�ensive

The Ukrainian counteroffensive would start at the end of August in the south of the nation with the
goal of regaining the Kherson oblast, seizing many towns within a few days, but without recovering
the main areas. A recovery effort for the Kharkov region also starts on September 7; a few days later,
being key cities for Russian communication and logistics.

Ukrainian resistance

Against all odds, since February 24, six months after the start of the invasion, Russian forces have
faced unanticipated resistance from Ukrainian forces. Even counteroffensives are being conducted by
Ukrainian forces to regain lost territory.
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Map 1. Situation in the disputed area. Ukraine-controlled territory is indicated in blue. Russia-controlled area is
indicated in red. Yellow indicates contested territory.

The majority of the battle zones were cities and urban regions, leading to the development of a war
of maneuvers that calls for a well-trained and organized combat force to be able to carry out
coordinated moves. The Ukrainian soldiers outperformed the Russians in this strategy. Due to these,
the Russian military forces adopted an attrition-based strategy, which involved limiting troop and
equipment movement, assembling their forces in one location, and aiming to weaken the Ukrainian
forces.

Despite the fact that Russia spends ten times as much on its military as Ukraine does, as well as the
large magnitude of troops and military equipment, Russia has not been able to accomplish its original
goals, such as seizing the capital. The Russians have encountered many combat challenges, including
topography that has limited the movements of their artillery, the necessity to move by road, and
being an easier target in situations like urban battle, where the Ukrainians have demonstrated
outstanding superiority. Along with the tremendous support of the civilian volunteers who have
offered to fight, and the aid of the different nations to Ukraine has greatly contributed to keeping the
Russian military in line.

What comes next?

Armed wars do not appear to be coming to an end; rather, it appears that there will be years of
conflict ahead. The Russians are starting to use volunteers and mercenaries as a response to the
Ukrainian counteroffensive. Additionally, prisoners are being called upon to attack positions.

An official declaration of war could be expected, but the Russian allied countries show their rejection
of this idea. As long as aid in military material reaches the country, Ukraine will be able to continue
halting the advance of Russian forces and regaining those lost territories.

Time by itself will tell.
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