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Leopard 2. Armamento Pesado Vehículo de Combate. Source: Ministerio de defensa.

LEOPARD 2: A PARADIGM SHIFT?

Paula Gomila Marqués

Analysis of the Leopard 2 shipment

Germany's decision to finally send Leopard 2 tanks represents a paradigm shift for its foreign policy
and the international dynamics regarding the Russian invasion. After lengthy negotiations and finding
opposition within and outside his coalition, Scholz opts to send tanks to Ukraine as a symbol of
Western support for Kiev.

On January 25, the German Chancellor announced the dispatch of 14 Leopard 2s to Ukraine to deal
with what is expected to be an escalation in the conflict during the spring. According to experts,
these battle tanks are best suited to the current needs of the war given their ability to withstand
enemy fire, their fire range of up to 5km and their ability to be used at night thanks to their thermal
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vision devices1. Germany is not the only NATO country that has this type of armament, in fact,
numerous European countries such as Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
Finland, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Greece have them in their arsenal. However, since they are
German-produced weapons, they require the authorization from the manufacturer to be shipped and
put into use. Hence, Scholz's decision is a strategic key to unblocking the delivery of aid to Ukraine
and thus addressing the crisis from a new perspective.

Following Berlin's step forward, five other countries have announced that they will support Ukraine
by sending such tanks including Poland, Finland, Norway, the Netherlands and Spain. In addition, the
United States and the United Kingdom will send Abrams and Challenger 2 respectively. From the
moment this option began to be considered, Germany has insisted that the initiative must be
accompanied by a US shipment in order to reduce its potential political impact and minimize tension.
Despite these attempts, the reality is that it has led to internal debates within the Scholz coalition
that have significantly delayed the decision. The German conservative opposition has labeled these
efforts as inefficient and damaging to the country’s reputation2. At the European level, cracks have
also been observed given the insufficient leadership that was expected from Germany and the lack of
a consolidated strategic plan against the invasion, leading countries such as France to consider their
options.

How will the shipment a�ect the course of the war?

According to British intelligence, the Russian invasion of Ukraine is "mostly stalled on all fronts" as
indicated by the British Ministry of Defense3. Russia, for the time being, intends to maintain the land
corridor with the Crimean peninsula and to occupy the territory of the provinces annexed after the
illegal referendum. Moscow is also fortifying its defense lines in Kherson and the epicenter of the
current battle is focusing on the Donetsk area. Ukraine, despite having made use of Soviet-era tanks
on loan from countries such as the Czech Republic or those that have been abandoned by the
Russians themselves, was having an ammunition supply problem that was causing its defense to
suffer. As a consequence, the dispatch of Leopard 2 is not perceived as a catalyst that will change the
course of the war but as a dynamizer to provoke attrition and accelerate negotiation processes,
although these are unlikely to occur unless the land supply with Crimea is broken.

In addition to these direct consequences for the Russia-Ukraine conflict, the German decision
suggests other conclusions. Firstly, it confirms that there is no emancipation on the part of Germany
and Europe in the matter of defense policy. The key decisions in this conflict at the European level
continue to go through the approval of the German country despite the delay that this has entailed
and the fact that countries are free to decide when and how they wish to get involved. The second
issue revolves around the fear that Russia's war against Ukraine will eventually turn into a conflict
between Russia and NATO because NATO members have become increasingly involved. Some
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analysts point out that the sending of tanks by Western countries is close to that position4. However,
the German Chancellor has announced that, for the time being, he will not provide offensive material
like fighter jets as Zelensky requested precisely to dissuade such suspicions.
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