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RUSSIA IN THE CURRENT GEOPOLITICAL ORDER

Iván Santo Tomás López

Description

The joint statement by Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin, in which both leaders affirm the multipolarity of
the new system, entails a series of implications for the actions of the actors with interests at stake
within this new system. At the international system level, Russia would choose to assume the status
of a strategic actor, given its structural problems with China in the Asian zone, and the maintenance
by the US of its allies in the European orbit. Acting as a hinge between one and the other to prevent
either of them from gaining too much power will allow the Russians to guarantee their security and
maximize their importance. At a European level, where the game includes other players (EU), it can
try to assert its historical claims of greatness, maintaining a more offensive approach by taking
advantage of the situations associated with the new system that have a positive impact on its
resilience and ability to act. .

The multipolar system, whether it is new, or has been developing for years, repositions the actors
involved, in a new succession of long games started, in progress, and still to be played.
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Given the threat that Russia has shown to pose after the invasion of Ukraine, it is worth reflecting on
how Moscow is taking advantage of this moment of exhaustion and American withdrawal and the
role it can play in this multipolar system, defined to a large extent by China and the US.

With the US in retreat, Russia takes the opportunity to take a step forward where the dynamics of
rivalry allow it to play a role of potential hegemon or balancer, adopting an offensive or defensive
logic depending on the geopolitical space where the game takes place (it is not same Europe as
central Asia). Generally speaking, depending on which system level Russia plays the game at, the role
to be played will be one or the other.

Russia in the current geopolitical order

If it is at the international system level, the presence of the US and China will lead it to adopt a more
defensive role, trying to maximize its capabilities within a status quo in which it cannot adopt a
revisionist role, given its comparatively inferior capabilities (except in the military plan with China and
the gap is getting lower) to those of the two great powers. If it is at the subsystem level (specifically,
in the European zone), it is possible that Russia does adopt a more revisionist role, especially with
respect to the influence projected on the old Slavic regions, either through a military invasion
(expensive according to see, but not ruled out given the increased resilience inherent to the
multipolarity of the system) or other means (disinformation campaigns, cyberattacks...).

Thus, at the system level, Russia would act under a realistic defensive logic. Basically, Russia is aware
that it has a large part of the current game practically lost (economically) or even to lose (militarily)
with China and in terms of world influence it continues to be inferior to the US under the Mahan's
vision due to the capabilities of maximizing its hegemonic potential with its commercial outlets to the
sea with respect to Russia, among other aspects). Therefore, Russia is likely to strive to adopt a
defensive role, which allows the status quo to be maintained. Russia is not interested in the fact that
the US is a superpower (because of the westernist influence through the Rimland states almost on its
border, as a grievance and threat to the Slavic identity) nor is it interested in the fact that China is.
Thus, given that Russia is unable to assert a hegemonic condition at the system level due to the
presence of China and the US, it will contribute to maintaining the new status quo and ensuring a
multipolarity that suits it, preventing neither the US nor Russia from accumulating too much power
(for the reasons given above) thus acquiring the status of a strategic actor.

At the subsystem level, in the European region, behavior will tend to be more offensive, and Russia
can play more at being Russia (identity) than at the international level, where it is constrained by the
US and China.

And the invasion of Ukraine is an example of this offensive character. In this case, Ukraine is
important for a variety of reasons. ON one hand, the meaning of Ukraine for Russia from an
economic point of view (main steel supplier, key to manufacturing weapons and the sale of weapons
is one of the key elements with which Russia projects its influence worldwide, not only in the “istans”
states but in other areas of the world such as Africa), identity point of view (a historical sister Slavic
nation key in the idea of the Great Russia) and security point of view (avoiding a western cordon
sanitaire). On the other and, we experience the rise of a declared multipolar system that inherently
reinforces Russian resilience . In practical terms, subjecting Russia to economic sanctions no longer
has the costs it did under the unipolar (or uni-multipolar) system, since there is now another great
power, China, to which Russia can direct its economic initiatives.

In short, Russia can allow itself to adopt a more offensive role in Europe, largely because the
characteristics of the multipolar system allow it to do so, although, trapped by its own inertia, it is
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worth reflecting on how it will be able to manage so many open fronts at the same time, having bear
in mind that we are talking about a state with a GDP slightly higher than that of Spain.
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