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Image 1. Two Eurofighter Typhoon during take-off under hard conditions1

WHEN EUROFIGHTER MEANS QATAR: AN INTRODUCTION TO QATAR’S
MILITARY STRENGTH

Juan Carlos Galindo Mateos

This 2022 many events will happen in Qatar. The best known: the Football World Cup to be held in
November. But this summer will be a key date. The first Eurofighter Typhoon will arrive to the Qatari
armed forces. This event will be repeated at least 23 more times through these years.

The Qatari armed forces are not the most highlighted in the Middle East. They are in the 77th place
(out of 142) in world military power. According to the rankings. A very low position compared to its
neighbours: UAE (36th) and Saudi Arabia (20th)2.

2 Global Firepower
https://www.globalfirepower.com/country-military-strength-detail.php?country_id=qatar
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We can have a quick overview of this problem by looking at the number of active combat aircraft. It is
48. However, the number of combat aircraft pending delivery rises to 137. Considering the orders
pending to its final approval3.

None of these fighter jets are “homemade”. Its manufacturers aren't from other Middle Eastern
countries. They all come from the Western civilization. Europe (Airbus), the United States (Boeing)
and France (Dassault) are the manufacturers of this military equipment for Qatar.

From 2015 to the future

In May 2015, Doha purchased a batch of 24 Rafale aircraft. With the visit of the French president to
Doha, another great agreement was closed. The two agreements are 7,000 million euros4.

On the one hand, the 24 Rafale. On the other, a huge package of missiles from MBDA France. The
missile batch comprised 140 Storm Shadow/SCALP cruise missiles, 60 Exocet AM39 Block 2 missiles,
300 MICA short-range air-to-air missiles and 160 Meteor medium-range missiles.

4 Fly News
https://fly-news.es/defensa-industria/qatar-tendra-2020-la-mayor-flota-aviones-combate-4a-generacion
/

3 Flight Global
https://www.flightglobal.com/reports/world-air-forces-directory-2022/146695.article
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In September 2017, the purchase by Qatar of 24 units became official. The model purchased was the
Eurofighter Typhoon. The manufacturer was Airbus Defence and Space. In December of that year,
more military aircraft were purchased from Boeing. And so on until reaching the current figure, this is
183 planned combat aircraft.

Conclusions

Qatar is a country in the Persian Gulf with a territory equivalent to the region of Murcia in Spain. In
the next few years, it will have 183 combat aircraft (In Spain there are only 140). All provided by our
side.

Qatar is not just football. Eurofighter means Qatar.
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