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THE WESTERN SAHARA: DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES

Tania Rey García

Introduction

On February 27, 1976, the Saharawi National Council proclaimed the establishment of the Saharawi
Arab Democratic Republic, in a village known as Bir Lehlú. After three decades of paralysis, tensions
have put this conflict back on the map.

As the time passes by, more actors are involved in the conflict of the Western Sahara, making it even
more difficult to tackle. Besides the nation involved in the conflict “by nature”, such as Morocco and
Spain; the United States, Argelia and other international actors like the European Union acquire an
important role, whose perspectives seem to be essential for the development and resolution of the
territorial divergence.

The United States and Morocco

Concerning the role of the United States, they will continue showing its cooperation with Morocco in
relation to the development of Western Sahara and the Moroccan sovereign position on the territory.
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According to the American daily Sahara Reporters, the Moroccan embassy in Washington is
increasing its efforts to win support in the United States by signing new contracts with American
pressure groups and lobbyists, fearing that Joe Biden administration revoke former President Trump's
decision and his recognition of Morocco's sovereignty over Western Sahara (saharareporters 2021)

According to the Institute for Policy Studies, since 1950 Morocco is the second African country
receiving more US aid, after Egypt. This think tank adds that the new efforts of the Moroccan
embassy would help strengthen its position to ensure the occupation of the Saharawi territory (Zunes
s.f.)

Spain and Morocco

The contact and diplomatic messages are still in the agenda of both nations with the aim of
advancing in the solution of the diplomatic conflict. In this line, the Spanish President of Governemnt,
Pedro Sánchez, met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Morocco, Nasser Bourita, and both were
able to hold a conversation in Brussels on the occasion of the last summit between the European
Union and the African Union. In the dialogue held, both leaders agreed on the need to advance in
their strategic relationship. (Atalayar 2022)

As for Spain, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, José Manuel Albares, maintains that the Spanish position
on the Sahara has not changed: Spain is committed to a mutually acceptable political solution for the
parties within the framework of the UN.

Regarding Morocco’s point of view, the Foreign Minister Naser Burita, reiterated that his government
is willing to negotiate on the basis of the Moroccan autonomy initiative for Western Sahara and only
on that basis, thus rejecting any possibility of calling a referendum on self-determination for the
former Spanish colony.

Morocco does not seem to be willing to loosen its grip on the Spanish government, despite the King
Felipe VI has tried to calm down the situation bringing positions closer together. Rabat not only
demands "more clarity" from Spain regarding its position on Western Sahara, but now it seems to
include Ceuta and Melilla, complicating more the current situation (europapress 2022)

What happens with Algeria?

Morocco had created a new military region in the country, specifically to cover 1,559 kilometers in
the east of the country and along the border with Algeria. In this way, the Alaouite kingdom adds one
more to the three zones, including the south to the enclave disputed with the Polisario Front and in
the midst of tensions between Algiers and Rabat over Western Sahara and the Moroccan
rapprochement with Israel. For the Moroccan Army, according to the French chain RFI, it is a
"strategic decision" to respond "to the Algerian provocations and maneuvers on the border." (2021)
Consequently, Algiers broke diplomatic relations with Rabat, accusing the neighboring country of
carrying out "hostile actions".

Undoubtedly, the conflict in Western Sahara is one of the main sources of tension between Rabat and
Algiers. Moreover, the broken diplomatic relations between Morocco and Argelia has consequences
for Spain, regarding the lack gas supply that goes through Morocco to the Peninsula (ABC 2021)
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The EU’s role regarding the Western Sahara

The Saharawi Republic resumes its struggle for diplomatic recognition, in view of the stagnation of
the political process due to the obstacles put up by the Kingdom of Morocco, the occupying power.
There are more and more countries that recognize the SADR as a state, denouncing the Moroccan
occupation and promoting the international integration of the Saharawis. However, it is not clear yet
if these recognitions have a positive effect on the conclusion of the decolonization process of
Western Sahara, the last African colony (Echeverria 2022).

During the 6th Summit between the European Union and the African Union took place in Brussels,
where the Saharawi Republic, founding and full member of the AU, participated. Its president, Brahim
Ghali, attended as president of an African state and not as leader of the POLISARIO Front since it is a
summit of countries and not of liberation movements. The participation of the Saharawi Republic in
the EU-AU summit with Brahim Ghali at the head of the Saharawi delegation is a clear message to
Morocco to take the negotiations seriously and stop illegal investments in the occupied Saharawi
territories.

In its last edition of 2017, the Saharawi Republic also participated, except that there is now a war in
progress, an extreme that forces the EU to become politically involved, with more urgency now and
with well-founded sentences that support it, in reactivating the negotiation process , since there is no
prospect of a political solution and the intransigence of the occupying power only leads to a
dangerous cycle of violence in North Africa, a priority area in European foreign policy in economic
and security terms.

Sources

Atalayar. 2022.
https://atalayar.com/content/pedro-s%C3%A1nchez-y-nasser-bourita-manifiestan-la-necesidad
-de-progresar-en-la-relaci%C3%B3n-entre

ABC. 2021. November.
https://www.abc.es/internacional/abci-que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-argelia-nsv-202111
041702_noticia.html#vca=mod-sugeridos-p3&vmc=relacionados&vso=que-esta-pasando-entre
-marruecos-y-argelia&vli=noticia.foto.internacional

europapress. 2022.
https://www.europapress.es/nacional/noticia-marruecos-no-afloja-presion-sahara-suma-ahora
-ceuta-melilla-20220130101453.html

Infodefensa. Echeverria, Carlos. 2022 February.
https://www.infodefensa.com/texto-diario/mostrar/3443506/sahara-occidental-vision-hacia-fu
turo

Institute for Policy Studies. Zunes, Stephen. https://ips-dc.org/morocco_and_western_sahara/

RFI. 2021. https://www.rfi.fr/es/

saharareporters. 2021. http://saharareporters.com/

3

https://atalayar.com/content/pedro-s%C3%A1nchez-y-nasser-bourita-manifiestan-la-necesidad-de-progresar-en-la-relaci%C3%B3n-entre
https://atalayar.com/content/pedro-s%C3%A1nchez-y-nasser-bourita-manifiestan-la-necesidad-de-progresar-en-la-relaci%C3%B3n-entre
https://www.abc.es/internacional/abci-que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-argelia-nsv-202111041702_noticia.html#vca=mod-sugeridos-p3&vmc=relacionados&vso=que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-y-argelia&vli=noticia.foto.internacional
https://www.abc.es/internacional/abci-que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-argelia-nsv-202111041702_noticia.html#vca=mod-sugeridos-p3&vmc=relacionados&vso=que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-y-argelia&vli=noticia.foto.internacional
https://www.abc.es/internacional/abci-que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-argelia-nsv-202111041702_noticia.html#vca=mod-sugeridos-p3&vmc=relacionados&vso=que-esta-pasando-entre-marruecos-y-argelia&vli=noticia.foto.internacional
https://www.europapress.es/nacional/noticia-marruecos-no-afloja-presion-sahara-suma-ahora-ceuta-melilla-20220130101453.html
https://www.europapress.es/nacional/noticia-marruecos-no-afloja-presion-sahara-suma-ahora-ceuta-melilla-20220130101453.html
https://www.infodefensa.com/texto-diario/mostrar/3443506/sahara-occidental-vision-hacia-futuro
https://www.infodefensa.com/texto-diario/mostrar/3443506/sahara-occidental-vision-hacia-futuro
https://ips-dc.org/morocco_and_western_sahara/
https://www.rfi.fr/es/
http://saharareporters.com/

