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ROAD TO NATO SUMMIT 2022: WORKSHOP CONCLUSIONS

Contributions of participants| Edited by  Tania Rey García

During the #RoadToNATOsummit event, we organized workshops in which participants debated and
presented their points of view on different topics related to NATO's new strategic concept.

The main topics that were addressed were the war between Russia and Ukraine, which continues to
be a shocking event in history, especially for Western countries; the role of China and its strategic
positioning, and finally, the vision of NATO and the reinforcement of the transatlantic partnership.
During the second day of workshops, the participants worked together on the final paper to present
their points of view about the topics they have been discussing previously during the round table and
the debates, and they came to the final conclusions.

Regarding the conflict between Russia and Ukraine, the sanctions addressed to Russia as a
consequence of the invasion, are not as useful as was thought because they provoke a rebound
effect. They avoid the Western countries to grow and develop their economies and societies due to
their dependence on some aspects such as oil and gas. Thus, the energy sector is the one most
worsens. However, there were different points of view considering the sanctions. While some
participants supported them saying that “sanctions should be constant, as they have been since
2014”, others thought that “sanctions affect the population, and we should try to avoid that”.
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At the same time, cultural diplomacy and national popular support for authoritarian regimes were
also some topics discussed. In sum, most of the participants conclude that NATO should focus on
authoritarian regimes and their regimes of fear, as well as on their oligarchies as a matter of political
and economic stability.

Talking about China and the strategic competition, there was an interest in the realpolitik aspect of
China. They agreed on having a strategic partnership with the country and avoiding being enemies is
a key aspect for the western Allies. However, it is true that there is another kind of competition
regarding international influence abroad. “While Western countries are spreading democracy, China
is spreading authoritarian regimes in weak countries that need their money and resources, and that’s
why it is gaining more power.”

Last but not least, NATO's vision and the improvement of the transatlantic link topic were mainly
based on the integration of Finland and Sweeden as new members of the Atlantic Alliance. “Russia is
more focused in Ukraine than in North Europe, but the tension has not decreased in the North”.
Indeed, we could see different points of view communicating from different countries'
representatives. The Norwegian young leaders added that in their country not many people are in
favour of the adhesion of their neighbour countries, although “for Norway is beneficial, considering
the geography and its geopolitical role”. While the German participant added that in “Germany
almost everybody focuses more on development rather than on security”. On the other hand, “in the
Blankas the situation is very complex” added the young leader from Montenegro. “The whole region
is concerned about Russia's intervention and influence, and due to the sanctions that are influencing
the population worsening its way of life and its economic situation.

All in all, NATO values are very important to share and defend because they are the basis of the
organization. Indeed, NATO is based on collective defence and collective security, and these are the
values that should be followed.
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