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NEW STRATEGIC CONCEPT OF NATO

Alberto Fernández Buitrago

In this interesting section of the panel of experts we have been fortunate to have both military and
civilian experts who have provided us with a very good and complete vision about their thoughts on
the new strategic concept of NATO.

In this document we reflect the main points that have been discussed in this section by the different
experts.

Captain of the Navy Mr. Ricardo José Valdés Fernández

Spain has two clear positions within this 360 degrees approach. The first is that the threat is
omnidirectional and multifaceted, we have to take into account all kinds of hybrid threats, and
update the concept of threat and secondly, the one referring to the eastern flank of the alliance.

Since the events in 2014 with Crimea, Russia marked a turning point. However due, we must return
for the future to cooperation with it but making clear the message that no one is going to achieve any
goal by violating borders, neither with our allies nor with a neutral country.
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He also highlights not only the eastern part, but also the southern flank, which is of vital importance
for our security. As for nato's relations with the EU, they should be strengthened at the political level.
With this political cooperation in mind, there are five areas of work for human security: protection of
civilians, sexual violence in conflict, children and our conflict, human trafficking, and protection of
cultural heritage.

Climate change is a facet that affects us directly and geostrategically in many different ways, altering
factors such as fuel or migrations and displacements, so it is something to take into account. Military
operations do not develop in the same way if the environment changes. This is a real problem.

Finally, in this first speech, we concluded with the allusion to the triangle whose three vertices are:
the European Union, which represents peace and stability, NATO, which represents security, and the
United States, which represents values.

So as we can see there are 5 key points that we can derive from this presentation:

➔ 360 security approach
➔ NATO and EU
➔ Hard power vs soft power
➔ Human security & women, peace and security
➔ Climate dimension

Mr. Félix Arteaga, Senior researcher at Real Instituto Elcano

Secondly, we have the intervention of Mr. Félix Arteaga. Felix has made a very interesting and critical
analysis of different points related to NATO's new strategic concept. However, his first words are
dedicated to young people, to whom he calls us to have a critical vision and open the fire, so that it is
this vision that will advance and develop NATO and humanity for the future.

Throughout his presentation, he emphasizes three points. The first is dedicated to the political
competition we are facing, the second is dedicated to terrorism and defense, and the last deals with
the issue of resilience.

1. We are currently facing a great political competition in which not only Russia is included,
but also other powers such as China, and other countries that do not share our values.
However, until now, we have had a completely different kind of competition as we see an
increasing scarcity of rules and institutions. This competition is not only of a military
nature, but vital factors such as economic and technological factors come into play and if
there is one thing that is clear, it is that the future will be affected by this competitive
scenario. We must avoid a return to the Cold War.

In this new strategic concept, we must make the population aware that we are all under
the same threats and therefore we must be more united than ever and be open to include
new partners before the overall system is divided into one or two different blocks. We
need more members in places like Asia, Africa or Latin America.

2. Second is the issue of terrorism and defense. 2014, was an example of how we failed to
stop Russia in its attack. Now the attacks have not only a military essence but hybrid and
cyber. Nevertheless we have moved forward and now we are more capable, we can
defend our territory but as you pointed out earlier without going back to a cold war.
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Now we are going to invest more capital in defense, so clearly there is an increase in
investment, but the question resides in, are we going to invest better? On the other hand,
it is clear that this investment has to be an investment not only for the current war, but
also a preparation for the future.

3. The third point is resilience. Nato is asking its member states to improve resilience and
this is necessary, but we must not forget that this is a civil responsibility. We should
therefore be wary of the idea of nato directing the resilience of its own. Nato is set up for
a military function, not a civilian one.

To conclude, we cannot focus only on Russia as a threat, because in the not too distant future, the
threat will not be Russia but China.

Mr. Miguel Peco-Yeste, political advisor. O�ce of the Secretary General of NATO

The last speaker to close this section on NATO's new strategic concept was Mr. Miguel Peco-Yeste.
Miguel first started with a reference to young people in which he expressed the need to convince
them that they have the tools to face the problems that beset us today.

The world has undergone great changes in the last decade, first peace, then Russia, and then a clear
lack of peace. But the main threat is not Russia, China is growing exponentially and thus reshaping
the world with serious consequences for security and democracy. Therefore, NATO at this summit will
have to face this new reality.

There will be a clear link between the new NATO summit and the 2030 agenda. Within the agenda
are issues such as strengthening the political role, strengthening the posture against terrorism,
resilience, climate change and most importantly, developing a new strategic concept.

There are 4 areas to emphasize:

1. Strategic competition: We have to prepare for a global competitive environment. China is
not our adversary and we have to be clear on that, but we must pay attention to how
China's continued growth impacts our security, as we must not forget how China is arming
itself nuclear with very little transparency and on the other hand its cooperation with
Russia.

2. Terrorism and defense: We need to ensure the collective defense of the alliance as this is
the main key to it, and that defense must be projected against any threat. Nowadays,
threats are advancing exponentially with technological advances and that is why we must
invest in new defense technologies. Hybrid warfare, cyber-attacks, espionage and other
fields.

3. Preparing for a more unstable world: Instability continues to grow, especially on the
eastern and southern flanks. We must invest in crisis prevention and management skills
training and capacity building of our partners, keeping in mind these three keys:
understand, mitigate and adapt.

4. Partnership: A very important point in which we must develop defense capabilities, as
well as strengthen the policy of dialogue. In this way we will be able to intensify the
relationship with what we call like-minded partners, and this does not only include
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Europe. But we must also not forget and we must continue our strategy of collaboration
with the European Union.

The strategic concept will be a clear opportunity for allies to unite and reaffirm their purpose and
values.
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