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HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT AND CURRENT PERSPECTIVE OF THE
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (CHINA) AND

THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN)

Raquel Lorente Arévalo

Introduction

Taiwan is an island 36,000 square km in size and lies 200 km from what Taiwan considers the greatest
threat to its security: the People's Republic of China. There are also problems with its name, as
Taiwan calls itself the: "Republic of China" while China officially calls itself "The People's Republic of
China", founded in 1949 by Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leader Mao Zedong.

The history and current situation between China and Taiwan

After many centuries of autonomy, following Japan's victory in the first Sino-Japanese war, Japan
acquired Taiwan. This was also a coded message from Japan to Europe of the enormous power the
island was gaining at the time.
After the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1921, because it was not strong enough, two political groups
emerged. On the one hand, the Kuomintang (KMT), whose leader at first was Sun Yat-Sen, founded in
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1894. The KMT was in favour of modernising China from an industrial perspective, so that China could
defend itself against foreign powers.

On the other hand, the other political party to appear on the Chinese scene was the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), founded and led by Mao Zedong in 1921 in the city of Shanghai. Mao was
more in favour of a reform of the agricultural system, as China at that time was almost entirely based
on its agricultural system.

At first, the KMT came to power, and indeed its leader Sun Yat-Sen was the creator of modern China.
However, the moment the KMT leadership passed from Sun Yat-Sen to Chiang Kai-sheck, problems
began between the two parties. Mao no longer agreed with Chaing, believing that he was beginning
to take on "imperialist overtones", and that was something he could not allow, because imperialism is
what had led China to suffer the 100 Years of Humiliation. As a result, a civil war began within
Chinese territory.

However, the civil war was stopped, and the two parties united to defeat the common enemy, Japan,
which decided to invade China again. After defeating Japan in 1945, internal troubles were restored,
and the civil war continued until 1949, with the victory of the CCP. In the same year, Mao Zedong
founded the People's Republic of China (PRC).

Two months later, Chiang Kai-sheck fled to Taiwan, where he set up his government and proclaimed
Taipei as the capital of the Republic of China (ROC). At least one million people left mainland China
and settled in the new Republic of China.

Chiang continued to regard his government as the only legitimate government in China. In 1950,
when the CCP secured its sovereignty in mainland China, it began preparing troops to oppose KMT
rule over Taiwan. After World War II, the KMT maintained its place in the United Nations, even
gaining a permanent seat on the Security Council. Many Western states recognised it as the only
legitimate government over China, without recognising the PRC proclaimed by Mao. This conception
of the illegitimacy of Mao's government occurred in the context of the Cold War. The People's
Republic looked to the Soviet Union as an example to follow and was therefore close to it. The KMT
was also supported by the United States, which feared that Taiwan would be controlled by the
Communist bloc.

In 1971, however, the situation changed dramatically. The United States and the People's Republic of
China found a common enemy: the USSR. Following Mandala's theory, the enemy of my enemy is my
friend. After the defeat of Japan in 1945, internal troubles were restored, and civil war continued
until 1949, with the victory of the CCP. In the same year, Mao Zedong proclaimed the People's
Republic of China. Later, in 1972, the United Nations recognised the legitimacy of the People's
Republic of China, thus recognising Mao instead of Chiang as the only legitimate representative.

Eight years later, the United States also recognised the PRC but remained Taiwan's main ally. The
Americans provided arms and assured that any attack by Beijing on Taipei would be a major concern
for the United States. Find out exactly what Biden has said about that lately. It is important to
mention that Taiwan has very limited international recognition, as few countries since the 1970s,
when Beijing began to acquire more power, have dared to recognise it for fear of retaliation from the
Asian giant, and Taiwan's international status is not defined. Today, only 15 states recognise its
sovereignty.

The Chinese Communist Party considers territorial integrity and unity to be one of its main goals,
which is why it is one of the pillars of the PRC. The CCP considers that in 2047, when the PRC turns
100 years old, all territories belonging to China, what they call "the motherland", have to be
re-annexed. These territories include Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Macao, and as a result, China considers
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itself to be: "one country with two systems". On the one hand, the system of mainland China and on
the other hand, the system of these territories with a special status. China proposed this formula to
Taiwan, which implies recognising a certain degree of autonomy until its complete unification in
2047. Taiwan's rulers, however, rejected China's proposal and continue to defend their sovereignty to
this day.

In 1991 the island renounced recognition as the legitimate government over mainland China.
Attempts at rapprochement through dialogue have followed, but none of them have been fruitful, as
both sides refuse to give up their claims. Even China in 2005 passed the Section Law, which gives
China the power to intervene in a 'non-peaceful' manner if Taiwan attempts to secede from mainland
China. The current president, Xi Jinping, has repeatedly warned the island that if it attempts to
proclaim independence, he will act against it.

Despite all this, economic relations between Beijing and Taipei are close, and several Taiwanese
companies have invested several million euros in mainland China. Some experts believe that these
relations represent a renunciation of Taiwan's autonomy, while others believe that this is a strong
reason for China not to take military action against Taiwan.

Taiwanese Foreign Minister Joseph Wu's latest statements on the issue made it clear that the island
does not intend to give up its independence: “the Taiwanese government continues to focus on its
“asymmetric defense” capability, including U.S. assistance, to make it an unattractive target, despite
its limited military power”. He also stated that the United States continues to support Taiwan through
arms sales, military exchanges, shared intelligence, and freedom of navigation exercises in the Taiwan
Strait. It is also important to mention that the recent modernisation of China's military has led states
such as France, Japan, Australia, and the European Union, along with the United States, to focus on
the future security of the Asia-Pacific. As a result of this alert, Washington has called on its allies in
the region to cooperate.

U.S. position over Taiwan

Despite the statements made by President Biden which suggested that the US would defend the
island if it was attacked Biden administration argued the position of the US over the island had not
changed. The US position on Taiwan remains unchanged, i.e., it continues to pursue "strategic
ambiguity". This policy of strategic ambiguity is perceived in two ways: on the one hand, the United
States is trying to dissuade China from attacking Taiwan, and at the same time, it does not guarantee
Taiwan assistance in the event of such an attack. Furthermore, it is important to take into account the
latest interventions of the Western hegemon at the international level, and in particular to focus on
the US exit in Afghanistan.

Therefore, an analysis of White House interventions and the events of the past year does not suggest
that the United States is likely to intervene in Taiwan in the future.

Conclusions

Looking at the events in Hong Kong in 2019 and the developments in the Xinjiang region, it does not
appear that China will give up its plans to reunify mainland China, which it sees as its rightful
entitlement. Therefore, it seems quite likely that by 2047 China will have achieved its goal. It remains
to await the response of the international community and especially the 15 countries that today
recognise Taiwan as a legitimate state.
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